Reclaiming Vacant Properties Call for Program Ideas—Guidelines

Deadline for completing form: Friday, January 22, 2010
Email proposal to Jennifer Leonard at jleonard@smartgrowthamerica.org
Thank you for your interest in helping make the 3rd national Reclaiming Vacant Properties conference the best yet! The National Vacant Properties Campaign and our planning partner, Neighborhood Progress, Inc., look forward to convening in Cleveland on October 13-15, 2010.  Reclaiming Vacant Properties is the premier conference providing advocates, practitioners, and policymakers the tools they need to prevent, acquire, and reuse vacant properties in a way that transforms neighborhoods, cities, and regions.
How to submit a proposal

Fill out the electronic form (page 3) and email it to Jennifer Leonard no later than January 22, 2010.
All submissions will receive an email confirming receipt of the proposal. Because of the volume of ideas we receive, we are not able to contact every submitter regarding acceptance of the proposal. We will aim to contact submitters of selected sessions by early March.

Types of proposals

We are accepting full proposals and session topic ideas: 

· Full proposals include a description, session organizer, moderator, and speakers;

· General proposals suggest a topic of interest.

Types of sessions

· Session: typically 90-minutes, organized in a variety of ways (i.e. roundtable discussions, interactive implementation, panel presentations);

· Training Workshop: half-day workshops to explore strategies in-depth;

· Poster Presentation: the Poster Gallery will highlight individual case studies, research, or projects. The mounted posters will be displayed in the exhibition hall area throughout the conference.

Additional Information

· All speakers are required to register for the conference. The speaker rate for attending the entire conference is $75. Speakers who are only attending their session must still register but there is no fee. 

· Please specify whom you are planning to invite to speak and if they are confirmed. It’s not a requirement that they are, but if your session is accepted, you will then need to officially invite the speakers.

· If you have a good idea but are not sure who the best speakers might be, submit a proposal anyway. The planning committee may be able to assist you if the session is selected.

· With the exception of a half-day training workshop, sessions may not include more than four presenters, including the moderator. 

· Due to time and space constraints, the planning committee may select to combine proposals; if that is the case, we will contact you and together determine how to proceed.

Themes and Topic Categories
We have identified a few themes that will be highlighted throughout the conference and encourage you to consider how these might fit into your session proposals: 1) community engagement, 2) local, federal, and state partnerships, 3) market-based approaches (strong, mixed, weak), and 4) sustainability.
We understand that your proposal might fit into more than one category but ask that you choose the one that is most appropriate. The “possible topics” listed below simply provide examples that might fit under each category; this is not a comprehensive list. All good ideas will be considered, including those that do not fit in one of the categories below. 
 
Categories
Possible Topics 

Foreclosure Responses
Topics addressing the full spectrum from prevention through neighborhood stabilization and reuse; Mortgage foreclosure reform; REO management and disposition; Innovative partnerships; Government responses; Beyond the Neighborhood Stabilization Program

Achieving Policy Change
Advocating for policy change in the administrative and legislative arena; Local, state and federal policy; Coalition building; Effective messaging; Building the case
Sustainability, Alternative 

Reuse, & Redevelopment
Adaptive reuse; Green infrastructure; Comprehensive planning; Zoning reform; Building rehab codes; Financing reinvestment; Responsible relocation; Federal and state resources; Stormwater management; Market-driven strategies; Historic preservation; Urban agriculture; Area-wide approaches
Nuts & Bolts (Effective 

Strategies & Tools)
Prevention strategies; Property preservation (technologies/GIS & GPS/ information systems); Housing courts; Code enforcement/nuisance abatement; Receivership; Acquisition and disposition systems (land banking, tax liens and tax foreclosure)
Strategic Alliances
Engaging the business community; Thinking in the regional context; Revitalization, transportation investment, and energy policy; Public-private partnerships; Federal, state, and local partnerships; Cross-agency partnerships
Reclaiming Vacant Properties Call for Program Ideas—Submittal Form

Submission Deadline: Friday, January 22
Email to: Jennifer Leonard at jleonard@smartgrowthamerica.org
1.
Your contact information


First Name:




Last Name:




Organization:




Title:




Address:




Phone:




Fax:




Email:



2.  Select the type of proposal


____
Full proposal


____
General proposals (please answer at least questions 1, 2, and a brief description in 6)

3.  Select the type of session

____
Session (typically 90-minutes)


____
Training Workshop (half-day)

____
Poster Presentation
4.  Choose the one category that is most appropriate


____
Foreclosure Responses


____
Achieving Policy Change

____
Sustainability, Alternative Reuse, & Redevelopment

____
Nuts & Bolts (Effective Strategies & Tools)

____
Strategic Alliances

____
Other: 


5.  Provide a working title for your session

6.  Provide a brief description (no more than 500 words) of your proposed session 

Tell us about the issues the session would cover, what kind of format (i.e. facilitated roundtable discussion, traditional panel), what the audience would learn, and any materials that would be provided during the session.

7.  Identify proposed speakers

Identify speakers that would participate in this session (speakers, moderators, facilitators.) Please enter as much contact information as possible for each, and let us know if each is confirmed or proposed.
If you have questions about the proposal process, contact Jennifer Leonard at jleonard@smartgrowthamerica.org.
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