
Delinquent Property 
Tax Enforcement:  

Efficient, Effective and 

Equitable Systems 

September 28, 2016 
Reclaiming Vacant Properties Conference 

Baltimore, MD 

Sara Toering 
General Counsel 

Center for Community Progress 

 



Property Tax Enforcement Systems  

     

 Historical Significance and Context of 

Property Tax Systems 

 Key Elements of Property Tax Systems 

 Range of Property Tax Enforcement 

Systems  

 Efficient, Effective and Equitable   

Property Tax Enforcement Systems 



Property Tax Systems: Historical Significance 

 80% of all state and local revenues in 1900 

 35% of all state and local revenues in 1950 

 18% of all state and local revenues since 1980 

Yet 

 30% of all local government general revenues 

 75% of all local government tax revenues 

 85% of all locally controlled tax revenues 

See Frank S. Alexander, “Tax Liens, Tax Sales and Due Process” Indiana Law Journal, Summer 2000, Vol 75:3, p. 754-755  

(http://www.repository.law.indiana.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2148&context=ilj)  




























